Detection of herpesvirus DNA in cerebrospinal fluid and correlation with clinical symptoms.
Novel PCR techniques can detect minute quantities of herpesvirus DNA in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). The clinical significance of such findings is not always clear. (a) Investigation of clinical characteristics of 76 patients with herpesvirus DNA detection in CSF. (b) Screening for herpesvirus DNA in CSF samples of 208 patients without clinical signs of herpesvirus infection. (a) Eleven of 76 herpesvirus-DNA-positive patients did not show symptoms usually associated with the detected virus (HSV-1/2, n = 5; EBV, n = 6). (b) Two of 208 patients without hint for herpesvirus infection had HHV-6 DNA of low concentration in CSF. The detection of low-level herpesvirus replication in CSF by highly sensitive PCR assays requires critical evaluation.